
The Director’s Heart. . .  
Kingdom Focused 

 
Then the King will say to those on His right hand, “Come, 
you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world:  for I was hungry 
and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me 
drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in.” The King will 
answer and say to them, “Assuredly, I say to you, as you 
did it to one of the least of these, you did it unto Me.” 
    Matthew 25:34-35;40 
 
Thank you for being Kingdom focused!  Because you 
invest in the Kingdom of God through LifeCare, our 
doors are open to welcome, love and serve those who 
are in need  of the hope and help of Christ.  Together, 
we are inspiring life both physically and spiritually and 
lives are being saved and changed! 
I hope many of you have heard by now about the need 
and vision for Haven of Hope, our Christ-centered hous-
ing ministry for single women and their babies.  We be-

lieve God is in the midst of fulfilling our dream for this home in our community at 720 Dew 
Bloom Road in Brandon!  The homesite is a beautiful, colonial, two-story house located 5 
minutes away from LifeCare with nearly 5000 square feet, 7 bedrooms, and 6 bathrooms on 
1 acre.  The house was appraised in June 2010 at $365,000 with an exceptional inspection; it 
is a foreclosure and is currently listed on the market for $269,000.  Zoning has been ap-
proved through the county and we are in process of state licensing.  To date, $75,000 has 
been raised toward our goal of purchasing the house for $200,000 from the bank.   
 “I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a 
stranger and you took Me in.”  God sends pregnant women to LifeCare who are in desper-
ate need of physical food and shelter, and more importantly, the spiritual bread of life and 
living water of Christ that alone can fill the soul and transform a life.  It breaks our hearts 
when we have to turn them away because we are not able to feed and shelter them with the 
love of Christ.  We are asking God to break our hearts for what breaks His.  What does it 
really mean to be Kingdom focused?  Clearly Christ is commanding us in His Word to put our 
faith in action, put hands and feet to our prayers and give our resources to meet the needs 
of those who are in need, both physically and spiritually. “Assuredly, I say to you, as you did 
it to one of the least of these, you did it unto Me.” We are asking our supportive Pastors, 
churches, businesses, organizations, foundations and individuals to give toward making Ha-
ven of Hope a reality in our community for the saving of many women and their children for 
future generations.  Together, we can open this door of hope for promising futures. To-
gether, we can see the fruit of many changed lives.  And together, we can hear the Lord say,  
“ Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the founda-
tion of the world.” 
Please contact me if you would like to schedule a vision tour of the house or if you would like 

to make an eternal investment in the Kingdom of God through Haven of Hope. 
 

        Together for Hope, 
                   Karen  
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  Our Ladies Spring Tea was a huge success! 

Thanks to Bell Shoals Baptist, our committee, 

table hostesses and guests. . . 450 in attendance 

and $28,000 was raised in support of LifeCare!  

 

Cooking For A Cause 

Visit Copper Bell Café to support our community 

leaders and their charities.  The proceeds from the 

entire day will be donated to charity of chef’s choice. 

  

Lunch on Monday, May 2, 2011 

A classic dish of Penne pasta cooked “al dente” and topped  
with our housemade garlic butter sauce featuring locally  
grown tomatoes, fresh garlic, white wine and Parmesan cheese.  
Served with fresh bread sticks and butter. 

      
 $10.00 

   
  Tickets are for sale at LifeCare and the Copper Bell. 

401 S Parsons Ave 813-681-33544 
CopperBellCafe.com 

 

Tony Del Castillo—GM, Brandon Times 
Cooking for LifeCare of Brandon 

 
Special thanks to Copper Bell & Tony! 



 

 

 
 

    

 

 

 

I chose to have an abortion 10 years ago because I was not ready for a baby at the 

age of twenty; it was going to ruin college and my career dreams.  I was sold into 

the deception of “my choice” so I willingly ended my child’s life.   I promised my-

self that I would not tell anyone since it was a private matter.  The staff  at the abor-

tion clinic made the procedure sound simple and worry free, but there were a few 

things they failed to tell me: the shame, the regret, the guilt and the bondage this 

dirty little secret would bring.  For 10 years I stuffed this “secret” so far into my 

heart that I didn’t recognize its stronghold on my life.  A few months ago, God 

asked me to begin serving at LifeCare of Brandon because deep down I had a 

“secret passion” for abortion-minded women.  My first step was to go through 

“Surrendering the Secret.”  I was ready to share my secret, but I didn’t realize the 

healing God had in store for me.  As each week progressed I battled the enemy on whether I wanted to dig up 

this memory and relive the decision I had made many years ago, but deep inside my heart I longed for true clo-

sure.  God said to me, “Veronica, how can you desire all of Me, if you don’t allow Me to heal your old 

wounds.  How can I pour new wine into a broken vessel?” He taught me through Surrendering the Secret that it 

was okay to cry, it was okay to hurt, it was okay to be angry, and most of all, it was okay to be forgiven. I 

stand here today FREE and made whole, stripped of the secret that held me captive in my heart.  His grace, 

mercy and love cannot be shaken by abortion.  I thank Him everyday for opening the door of healing through 

Surrendering the Secret and showing me that there is nothing impossible with God! 

 According to statistics, in the U.S. alone, more than 1.5 million abortions are performed each year 

and 43% of women have had at least one abortion. God is calling out to His daughters, “Will you step 

out in faith and surrender your secret?”  He wants to heal YOU and set YOU free!   

It was a beautiful Sunday, Sanctity of Life Sunday 2010, when I 

heard THE call.  I go to The Crossing and Pastor Greg’s ser-

mon was about abortion.  It was during that sermon that God 

very clearly spoke to me that I had a story to tell and it would 

be used to free other women from the bondage and the secret 

of abortion.  Rewind to 1987, I was 23 years old, with two 

small children.  I was in what seemed like an impossible situa-

tion and abortion was my only way out.  Little did I know my decision would create years of pain and 

suffering.  During that sermon, I learned about a Bible Study entitled “Surrendering the Secret” offered at 

LifeCare and made the commitment to go.   In the first week of the study, I learned how God is El Roi, 

the “God who sees me,” all of me, with all of my mistakes.  Even though He knows me so thoroughly, I 

learned that He searched for me when I was lost, and He is my relentless lover.  He pursues me!  These 

lessons are the beginning of the healing journey in this 8-week study.  The journey is like a mountain 

climb with freedom at the summit.  I faced the truth about my abortion week to week, but I also learned 

the truth about forgiveness, redemption, and freedom.  I  went to the Certified Leader training that the 

author of Surrendering the Secret, Pat Layton, led in May of 2010, and am now a group facilitator.   It is a 

privilege to be a part of Surrendering the Secret at LifeCare and be used of the Lord to bring His healing, 

forgiveness and freedom to the hearts and lives of many other women! 

Suzanne Howard ~  
Surrendering the Secret Facilitator 

Veronica Rivera ~ Client LifeCoach 



 

   

Mentors & Moms Group 
      

     Birth of a Family Program ~  
“Mentoring  Couples, Growing Families” 

    

We are Jayme and Melissa Arias.  We started coming to LifeCare as 

we were expecting our baby.  Our daughter was born November 25, 

2010.  The Birth of a Family Class has taken our marriage to a new 

level of confidence.  The Class teaches us to have hope when all is 

not going so well, and how to appreciate life in every aspect.  Our 

daughter has better parents who are more loving and caring now. We 

are thankful for everything LifeCare and Birth of a Family has given us 

and taught us.  We have grown closer to God since coming to Life-

Care and Birth of a Family.  We have more value toward life since Birth of a Family has taught us that.  We see Life-

Care as more than an economic help.  They have been the step that we’ve pursued to have that relationship with our 

Lord and Creator/Savior, Jesus Christ.  We thank those who give to LifeCare and Birth of a Family with their financial 

gifts.  We can’t express with words, we can only give thanks with our actions in everyday living.  When your loving gifts 

impact one life like me or my wife, God blesses your life even more.  Thank you! 

 

“This class has taught me that God wants me to 

overcome my self-doubt and that I can become a 

better, stronger mother to my children.”  ~ Kara 

“I have learned how to let go of my past so I can be 

a better mother for my children.” ~ Ebonee 

“Through this class I have learned that I am not 

alone and that the Lord has never left me or for-

saken me.  Also, I realize that I can do this. . . I can 

be a good mom!” ~ Melani 

“I have learned how to let go of my anger, to for-

give and to be a better mother.” ~ Caitlyn 

 
 

Facilitators Michelle Ritchie & Juliana Richardson 

Clients Kara, Ebonee, Melani & Caitlyn 

Would you like to invest in the lives of women, men and couples  

as we endeavor to break unhealthy family cycles? 

 

Volunteer to be a Mentor or Family Coach! 

Contact Charlene@lifecareofbrandon.com or call 813-654-0491 

for more information. 

 

Together we impact futures for Christ and grow healthier families 

in our community! 



 

 

 

 

The Quest ~ Mentoring Fathers  

I am relatively new to LifeCare, but I have certainly gained a 

lot in my short time with the Program.  To start, I will say I 

had inaccurate expectations when I joined the men’s Quest 

meeting.  My initial motivation was to mostly earn the “daddy 

dollars” you acquire at the end of each class.  When I got 

there, I was expecting to learn primarily about being a daddy.  

I was surprised to find that at the age of 19, I was significantly 

younger than the majority of the group.  It was also surpris-

ing to learn that the majority of the lesson was to find, what 

Al calls, “Authentic Manhood.” Wow! Was I in for a lesson!! I once was in the “dark” but now I am in the Light!  

My relationship with God has strengthened since being educated as to what being a “man means to God.” My 

body was created in His Image and was crafted to fit the roll of a man as well as fill the needs of a woman.  How 

harmoniously the two work together!! I would like to thank all the men in my Quest Group.  Sharing their ex-

periences in life has and will make my life a little better every day.  I want to thank Al for his willingness and in-

tentional sharing the lesson as the “leader.” Thanks to Eric for his rational speaking in relation to the lesson and 

all the other amazing men in my group. They taught me lessons they have learned through their years. Thank 

you to all of you who so sacrificially give to LifeCare.  I am one who is very grateful and who, 

without you, would not have the benefit of these amazing men in my life!  

Thank you!  ~Kyle Goltry 

LifeCare has really made a difference in my life, I am now 

a more calm, loving, and respectful person all around. I 

have learned to turn all of my negative energy into doing 

positive things. I used to yell and scream when I got angry. 

Now, because of LifeCare and its staff, I handle my anger, 

frustration, and stress in a calm manner. 

I have grown closer to God since coming to LifeCare. I 

talk to God everywhere I go and I pray constantly. I’m 

appreciative for the things He has done in my life, and for 

the people He has placed in my life. I also thank Him for 

all that he plans for my life. Since I’ve been coming to Life-

Care, I’ve been motivated to spread the Word of God 

everywhere!  I want to personally thank all of those who 

have donated and done it with a cheerful heart. I would also like to thank Liza, my LifeCoach, for mentoring 

me and encouraging me to keep moving forward.  

Thanks to all of you who made it possible for me to be able to get this far in life!  

~ Crystal Marshall & baby Schemi 
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Questions or Comments 
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813-654-0491 

Address Block 

Help keep our records current.  Please notify us with any updated contact and/or email information. 

122 N. Moon Ave. 

Brandon, FL  33510 

www.LifeCareofBrandon.com 

 

Our Mission 
LifeCare’s passion and purpose is to lead those we serve 

to the unconditional love of Christ as we protect and 

preserve the sanctity of life, promote sexual abstinence 

and healthy relationships, and proclaim God’s plan for 

marriage and the family.  We are a 501(C) (3) non-profit 

ministry serving the greater Brandon community since 

1987. 

 

Our Vision 
We envision a Christ-centered housing ministry for 

pregnant and parenting single women and their babies: 

                           Haven of Hope  
“Where love takes you in, and new life begins!” 

Non-Profit Org. 
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Thank You for your Eternal Investment 

PRAYER PARTNER 

CHURCH LIAISON 

CLIENT LIFECOACH 

BABY BOUTIQUE DONATIONS 

BIRTH OF A FAMILY MENTORS 

QUEST MENTORS  

SPECIAL EVENT PLANNING 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANCE 

MONTHLY FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

    Please contact us at info@lifecareofbrandon.com 

for more information. 


